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Clockwise from above: Marjorie Schneider’s garden has 10 distinct areas, including this 100-foot-long allée lined with
conical hemlocks, a wall of arborvitae and two rows of miniature fountains. The beak and feet of the swan in the main
fountain, sculpted by Tusey, are plated with gold. Sculptures, statuary and strict prunings create a formal feel. The qua-
trefoil pool, near a poolhouse complete with showers, is intended to look like a traditional reflecting pond.

Paradise Found

She went looking for antiques and found a hobby she loved.

MARJORIE SCHNEIDER CAN walk from

a garden like this,” says Schneider. “I knew nothing
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one end of her 10-acre property in Berwyn to the
other and rattle oft the name, both common and
scientific, of every shrub, flower and tree she passes
along the way. She’ll even throw in the specimen’s
origin, its growth and its flowering habits. Quite

impressive for a woman who had no knowledge of

gardening betore buying the property back in 1987.
“I never in my wildest imagination thought I’d have

JULY 2004

about landscaping, not even the names of plants. I
had a lot to learn, but once you’re touched by it,
you’re touched.”

Schneider’s formal garden has 10 distinct areas,
as well as many desirable trees, shrubs and unique
specimen plants. A 100-foot-long allée defines the
formal setting. Both sides are lined with a row of

conical hemlocks that see habitat page 177
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stand before a wall of 8-foot, pertectly

pruned arborvitae. Miniature fountains
also run along both sides, setting the stage
for the main fountain at the end. The
fountain, which depicts a boy on a swan
with a gold leat beak and feet, 1s set 1n a
circular pool of water and signed by the
sculptor, Tusey. Next to the formal area
1s a 5-acre meadow filled with various
types of trees.

Schneider’s interior designer, Bill Shut-
ter of Shutter & Stern Interior Design 1n
Merion, developed a landscape plan.
“Marjorie had no specific requests,” says
Shutter. “She’s a more formal type of per-
son, so she didn’t want an English casual

garden. That formality is reflected in her

interior as well.” Shutter also drew the de-
sign for the quatrefoil pool (meant to re-
semble a reflecting pond) and a pool
house complete with showers, changing
rooms and a wet bar.

Schneider’s previous landscaper was
the property’s past owner. Though he op-
erated a nursery on the property, Schnei-
der bonded with him because they shared

an appreciation of antiques. After the own-

er fell ill, the property was neglected.
Upon his passing, Schneider visited to
look at his antiques collection. She ended

up buying the house.

“I always wanted a house with a large
property,” she says. “This was the perfect
opportunity. When you move 1nto a situa-
tion, however, you want it to be yours.”
She called in a gardening consultant. “T’ll
never forget him asking me, ‘Mrs. Schnei-
der, are you sure you can undertake this?
[t’s a big proposition,’” she says. Both the
exterior and interior had to be redone.

Says Shutter, “I knew if anyone could

bring this property back to the right con-
dition, Marjorie could. She has more ener-
oy than anyone I know.”

Schneider enrolled in a three-year
course at the Barnes Arboretum to learn
about what was growing around her.
Most graduates of the course go on to
work in a state park or nursery. Schneider
was of the ambitious handful that went
there to learn about their own properties.
Her studies started with basics like bio-

logy and botany. “They had you start

from the bottom so you can understand
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the growth habits of trees,” says Schnei-

Three generations of experience have taught us that irrigation systems can cause
more damage than good to plants and lawns. Seasoned horticulturists and
irrication technicians work together to keep gardens thriving. We specialize in t

custom designed irrigation systems resulting in conservation of water and |
energy, pmmetmn Gf plant health, .and ultinmel\ a beautitul fardem

der. After classes, she would go home to

spend hours studying and labeling trees
and shrubs. “I was putting in 14-hour davs
five days a week.”

Schneider was able to use many of the
existing trees, flowers and shrubs, such
as several plum yews, which are unavail-
able for sale now. When Schneider start-
ed her endeavor, she was so grateful to a
man who helped that she sold 15 of the
to him for $25. She didn’t know

that she could have gotten $2,500

YCWS

apiece. Plum yews are desirable because
they grow large, remain evergreen, resist
disease and “They’re the only yews I
know of that won’t be eaten by deer,”
says Schneider.

The animals pose as a major problem.
“The deer used to chew up the place when

[ first got here,” says Schneider. “This year

has been a particularly difficult year be-

cause the deer population is rapidly in-

creasing. They’ve eaten up anything and
everything.” A 10-foot-high plastic fence
surrounds the property. (Deer can jump
an 8-foot fence.)

Schneider takes a hands-on approach to

her garden. The meadow was one area of
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SHUTTER & STERN INTERIOR DESIGN

610 667 4494

Residential/Commercial www.ShutterSternID.com

FINE FABRICS AND WALLCOVERINGS

BEST
DECORATING

This beautiful
dining room
was
exclusively
designed for a
Gladwyne
resident using
faux finishing
and S. Harris
fabric.

Retail Showroom Open to Public
Interior Design Service by Appointment
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Shop at Home
Wakis & Mon Sat, 10:5, Wed, 104
169 Bala Avenue, Bala Cynwyd
(610) 664-7666
Interior Design (8&)Showroom www.wallsandwindows.net
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contention. “The meadow was so over-
grown when I moved in, you couldn’t see
the trees underneath all the vines,” says
Schneider. She had difficulty finding some-
one to tackle the project with her. “One
guy wanted to demolish everything and
replant. That would have been the easy
thing to do, like they do with everything

pb

else today—bulldoze 1t and start over
She wasn’t looking for the quick fix,
though. She wanted to find out what was
under the growth. She couldn’t know 1f

the trees would survive or not unless she

looked. “We were able to successfully
bring that area back to where it was origi-

1

nally,” says Schneider. She called on
instructors from the Barnes for consulta-
tion on what trees could and should be
moved and when. “In one day we dug up

60 crenatas and replanted them in two

days” says Schneider. “We had the option
of either moving them right then or wait-
ing until the next year. There are periods
of time that you can’t move trees.”

Schneider also transplanted a number
of holly and pine trees to the front of the
property to provide a buffer from busy
Route 252. Schneider also moved the
property’s entrance oft 252 to a less-con-
gested side street for satety. “The problem
was what we would do with the area so
that people would know that it was no
longer open, but I also wanted to add
continuity to the property,” she says.
Moving more shrubbery and trees was
the answer. “They look like they’ve been
here forever.”

There are always bursts of color in
Schneider’s garden.

“At any given time you have some
flowering going on, so I enjoy the garden
all year long,” she says. “No matter what
God is doing with the weather, plants and
trees have their own mind.”

In her peony garden, Schneider grows
flowers in traditional colors like white and
pink, but the highlight is the peony trees.

“These trees are very rare and hard to
come by,” says Schneider. The trees grow
to almost 4 feet high, with lots of branch-
ing and flowering.

The intimate lily garden was renamed
the gold garden because of the spectacular
hue that bursts from the stella d’oro lilies
that surround the gold-tflowering hyper-
icum. The color also shines in two rare
golden azaleas. Among other, more com-




monly colored azaleas is the weigela, which,
around the same time as its neighbors,
blooms in a trumpet-like flower. Its deep
rose color provides a beautiful background
for the azaleas, and it protects them from
the sun.

Schneider’s garden also includes unusu-
al rhododendrons, various hollies, orange
queen and red king Japanese threadleaf
maples, and blooming stewartia trees. The o w # LR
witchhazel blooms yellow in the fall, par- by, O T
rotia persica blooms red in early March,
and hybrid magnolias bloom purple. Her
inventory of trees includes red twig dog-
wood, tripetala magnolias, weeping white
pine, variegated cedar, Japanese umbrella

pine, corkscrew willow and four dawn

Under Contract in 5 Days

metasequoias—redwood trees that grow E v

up to 70 feet tall. Apple, cherry, peach and vl FREE Virtual Tour . 610-613-1152
plum trees keep the household in fresh vl FREE PI’G*SHIC‘ Home Inspectlo sellingu@aol.com
fruit all g *

ruit all summer v] FREE Home Warrantv L www.tammyharrison.com

(# Prudential

o Fox & Roach
] _ sl REE No Obligation Consul tatzon REALTORS'
in Ardmore]| to support my bad habit of

cgardening,” Schneider says, laughing. 610_613_1152 ._ 610[3-52?[\/?;00;?24
: ryn Mawr,

“There’s no end to the work. There’s al-

Gardening has not been an inexpensive
endeavor. Schneider has kept a full-time
crew working for several years. “I opened Cﬂl [ Me TUd(n/ For Your

up my shop [ Marjorie Schneider Antiquary

ways something to do.”
But the joy the garden has brought to

Schneider and her family far outweighs
the effort. One of her most treasured

books was written by her grandson, “My

Favorite Place.,” which describes a beauti-

ful place where he can run, hide, discover || TREE C ARE SPEC]_ALISTS INC
and be happy—his grandmother’s garden. | 334 S. HENDERSON RE}AB * KiNG oF PrussI, PA 19406
“The large lawn has hosted several wed- |

dings, graduations and parties over the Who S Carln FOI‘ Your TreeS?

years,” says Schneider. “The happy memo-

ries that we have with this property 1s what
it’s all about.”

‘Summer Services
e Ornamental & Safety Pruning

As Schneider sits in her living room sur-
rounded by examples of her first passion—

antique&—she ZaZCS out upon the beautitul @ Sf(}f??? ngggg Prevention Pmning

allée.

“Gardening is the same as collecting * Shrubbery HandP runing & Trimming

.8 Problem Plant Diagnosis & Treatment
o Tree & Shrub Root Fertilization

antiques,” she says. “Once you get bitten
by the bug, you get to love it. I wasn’t
always a collector. I learned by going to

auctions. | had to learn about gardening.

Both hobbies require patience. You have || | = . 0
to give of yourself ' Your Living Antiques Deserve The Best of Care...

It’s like raising children,” she says. Since 1986, the Shreiner team of Certified Arborists has been caring

“Along the way you appreciate it because |§ ' for the Main Line’s oldest specimen trees.
there’s always something to look forward Call todeu i il dlnd ltati
. T wouldl pesssde smrans ke By Sid all today for your complimentary tree and lanascape consuitation.

dening. It’s a very fine hobby.” & = E |
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